
 

Siskinites Weekly Post 
December 2nd, 2016  

 
Secret Friend Holiday Gift Exchange 

December 16 
10:20-11:20 

Holiday Breakfast 
December 16 

9:00 AM 
Holiday Cookie Swap 

December 16 
11:20-12:20 

 
What’s your favorite holiday cookie? We’d love for you and your child to share it with their classmates 
at our first annual cookie exchange on Friday, December 16. We will have 23 kids participating so 
each should get a delicious variety to take home for their families.  
 

 

In the Porcelain Room of the Legion of Honor, Siskinites enjoy their final Poets in the Gallery 
Workshop with Kim. They leave with new authoring tools and vivid memories. 
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Room 6 Headlines 
 

Hour of Code 
  

Is Thron Visiting Willow Creek Academy?  
 

Fuzz Family Frenzy in Room 6! 
 
Through an "unplugged" coding tutorial, students were introduced to the basic principles of computer 
programming by working through a real life situation, writing code to program a robot (a partner) to 
explore Earth. Earth's terrain consisted of 4 different obstacle course missions mapped throughout the 
Tree House Courtyard and marked with duct tape.  
Partners each wrote code for a different robot mission. You had to be there to see how awesome this 
was! Once coders completed the code for their partner robot's mission, they exchanged code and 
followed the "coded" instructions to complete the mission. (Even more awesome to observe!)  
Siskinites will use a similar code to write computer programs next week. Some coders could not wait, and 
coded at home that evening! The student led tutorials on code.org are amazing! 
 

Report Cards 
 
Soon you will be receiving report cards for the Fall Trimester in your mail. The first thing you will see is 
the grading system for the year. We are using a 1 - 4 grading system. Here is what each number stands 
for: 
    1 - Minimal understanding or ability to apply standard. 
    2 - Partial understanding or ability to apply standard. 
    3 - Adequate understanding or ability to apply standard. 
    4 - Thorough understanding or ability to apply standard. 
           NA - Not assessed this term 
 
    My goal is that your child will have adequate or thorough understanding of all grade-level standards by 
the end of the school year. For Fall Trimester, I expect most students to be receiving a 2 or a 3 (partial 
or adequate understanding) in each standard because many of the Common Core Standards encompass 
many levels of complexity, taking two to three trimesters of teaching and learning for most students to 
achieve mastery.  In science, social studies and specialists classes your child may receive a 4 because 
each trimester has a new group of discrete skills and concepts that are being taught and learned.  
    If your child has received a 1 (minimal understanding) or a 4 (thorough understanding), I have made 
sure to explain the grade in the comments. Finally, because this is a school-wide report card, you will 
see a section for Drama and Spanish, which our grade level does not use. The grades for Drama and 
Spanish will remain NA (not assessed) for the entire year. 

Please let me know if you have any questions! 
 

Secret Siskinite Friends Holiday Gift Exchange 
 

Students have their secret friend's name for this secret special gift exchange activity! I asked everyone to 
keep it a secret, and if students need any advice about what to make their secret friend, I asked them to 
come talk their family or me! Please let me know if you have any questions! 
 

MAP Testing 
We began MAP testing this week and will continue throughout next week! Please send healthy group 
snacks that are easy to eat while testing! Also, please get kids to bed early! 8:30 or 9:00 is really the 
latest a third or fourth grader should be going to bed in order to get 9-10 hours of sleep! 
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Poets in the Gallery 
 

 The first session of our Poet's in the Gallery workshop was amazing! Our poet, Kim, is an award  
Sculpting Poetry 
 
What sound does a shape make? 
 
What texture does a color have? 
 
On our trip to the Legion of Honor for our final Poets in the Gallery program, students were excited to 
explore the art museum and write poetry with Kim Shuck again! The focus of their art history lessons 
and poetry workshop took place in the elegant and whimsical Porcelain Room. Your children were 
anything but “bulls in a China shop!” They were respectful, followed all the museum agreements, 
engaged, and extremely productive and creative poets!  As much as they enjoyed looking at and 
learning about the art and writing with new poetry strategies, they enjoyed sharing their poetry 
publicly and with each other in the Gallery and with their remarkable poet, Kim Shuck, the most. She 
inspired students to take risks, project their voices so that an audience could hear their work, and gave 
them the sort of personal feedback that they will always remember and which will move them forward 
in their lives as writers! At the end of the workshop, I looked over and saw that the kids were getting 
her email address so they could send her more poetry! We will be inviting her to our publishing party 
later on in the year! She is as excited to attend this event as the kids are about her attending! 
 

Flexible Mathematicians! 
 

Students are busy learning new strategies to help better understand the concept of place value, 
addition, subtraction, and problem solving! Students are identifying, describing, and comparing 
subtraction strategies by focusing on how each strategy starts. Fourth grades are finding combinations 
of 3-digit numbers that add to 1,000, and third graders 300. Third graders are naming, notating, and 
telling time to the nearest minute. Most instruction and practice this week and last has been done 
through real world word problems and travel stories involving measurements of time and distance. 
Students are using starter problems to compare how different strategies start-the hardest decision a 
mathematician makes! The problems are 2 to 4 step problems. Many of the questions build on prior 
solutions and require students to go back several steps to use a solution to a problem they already 
solved to help them solve another problem. This takes careful reading comprehension, attention to 
important/key numbers and words/verbs which lead students to understanding what the problem is 
asking them to do, and recording their work clearly I taught the fourth graders the most amazing math 
trick yesterday! I can’t believe that my schoolteachers never taught teach me the following strategy! 
 
How would you solve the distance between these two numbers? 100,000-6,709? 
It might take you quite a bit of time using the American algorithm, borrowing and regrouping to get 
one from the one-hundred thousands place all the way to the ones place. I don't know about you, but I 
was also lucky if I avoided careless mistakes with all that crossing out! Instead, I taught kids to take 
one away from 100,000, making its value 99,999 and one from 6,709 making it 6708 and then 
subtracting using the American algorithm with no borrowing and regrouping. 
 
Students were shocked! I timed them for speed and accuracy while computing the same problem both 
ways! Then students tested the strategy on other numbers and discovered in what situations the 
strategy does not work. It was a great way for kids to think about the distance between numbers and 
proportion. 
 
As the third and fourth graders subtract and add multiple digit numbers they are checking their work 
with a second strategy. Students are attending much more to precision and accuracy in this way as well 
as building new math muscles!  
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Field trips and special school and classroom events 
 

January Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

Friday  
1/6/17 

8:45-1:20 
(Program 

10:30) 

Look 
Learn 
Create 
Program: 
SFMOMA 

 

Carpool Students are invited to look, discover, 
question, and explore modern and 
contemporary art through lively 
discussions, careful observation, and 
activities that get them thinking like 
artists. Tours address Common Core 
State Standards, encouraging critical 
thinking, evidentiary reasoning, and an 
appreciation for diverse perspectives, 
while developing content knowledge. 

 

January- 
April 

 

8:25-10:00 Japanese 
Drumming 
Sausalito 
Sister City 
Project 
 

At School Cherry Blossom Festival Performance 
In Japan town April 15th 
 
 

Tuesday 
1/31/17 
Through  
2/1/17 
 

Overnight 
Parent 
Volunteers 
Needed! 

Old Adobe 
Environmental 
Living 
Program 
Petaluma 
Adobe State 
Historic Park 
3325 Adobe 
Road  
Petaluma, CA 
94954  
707-762-4871 

Carpool Take an overnight trip back in time to 
early Mexican California in the 1840's 
and discover everyday life at this 
incredible rancho. Today's students may 
live the past by taking the roles of 
people who lived in the area during this 
time.  The program at the Petaluma 
Adobe follows the curriculum guidelines 
set by the State of California for the 
Rancho time period as well as the 
Mission System, Fort Ross, the Land 
Grants, the Bear Flag Revolt, and the 
Gold Rush. 
 

  Sausalito 
Historical 
Society class 
(SHS) 
School Visit 

At School Students draw from historical and 
community resources to organize the 
sequence of local historical events and 
describe how each period of settlement 
left its mark on the land. 
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  SHS Historical 
Society and 
City Hall Trip 

Walking Social Studies 
Students examine primary resources 
Students draw from historical and 
community resources to organize the 
sequence of local historical events and 
describe how each period of 
settlement left its mark on the land.  
 
Students explore the role of rules and 
laws in our daily lives and the basic 
structure of the U.S. government. 

    

World	culture	and	language:	Heroes	
and	Zheroes	Storytelling		
Recount	stories,	including	fables,	
folktales,	and	myths	from	diverse	
cultures;	determine	the	central	
message,	lesson,	or	moral	and	explain	
how	it	is	conveyed	through	key	
details	in	the	text.	
	
Describe	characters	in	a	story	(e.g.,	
their	traits,	motivations,	or	feelings)	
and	explain	how	their	actions	
contribute	to	the	sequence	of	events. 
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Homework Assignments 
• Assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
• Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
•Please remind your child put their name on their work 
•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  
•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity and content 
 

Family Project: Work on and made Secret Friend Holiday Gift: due 12/16 
Bake cookies for exchange: due 12/16 

Cursive: letter: o 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three discussion 
questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion questions to write and 
record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News: Scholastic News and activities 

 

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  TERC worksheet pages; Capture 5, Close to 100 (3rd 
grade), Close to 1,000 (4th grade) 

 
Optional Assignments 

 

Spelling:  Spelling BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 
 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
username: student google address 
Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 
Go to class 
Go to assignments 
Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 
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Math Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

• computer coding  
• Using all operations to solve travel, distance and 
measurement problems 
3rd: working with numbers through 1000 
4th: working with numbers through 10,000 
• Writing and solving real world word problems 
• Using a “check” problem to check for precision and 
accuracy in answers 
• using starter problems to 
compare subtraction and addition 

 
Siskinites partake in a nation-wide Hour of Code to learn the 
language of computers. They begin low-tech by writing code 
to maneuver a visitor from space through an obstacle course. 

Writer’s Workshop 
What are students doing and learning?  

•Poetry 
Developing the Storyteller’s Voice; use exact “show, not 
tell” details and dialogue 
•Taking a closer look at work using a checklist to create 
strong beginnings, middles, and endings  
• Using transitional words between beginning, middle, 
and end of stories 
• Wordsmith workshop: a focus on building structurally 
sound simple and complex sentences while avoiding 
fragment and run-on sentences  
• Drafting small moment stories: objects, people, places 

 
After writing poetry in the Porcelain Room, poets are eager to 
get back to their work in the classroom! 

When the music is on, the voices are off and 
writing begins! 
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Reading Workshop 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Nonfiction Reading Strategies: boxes and bullets 
• California Weekly (4th grade): The First Californians 
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings 
• Traditional Pourquoi and How and Why Stories  
• Poetry analysis: The Black Book of Colors 
 

 

Reading Willows Book Club members explore pentomino clues hoping to 
learn more about the mystery they are reading together! 

• 

Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study 
• Continuation stories 
• Reading and recording main idea and important 
supporting details  

Science 
What are students doing and learning? 

• computer science 
• plant and animal adaptive structures and functions 
•  Sunflower Sentry Inquiry: What sort of plants is adaptive to a 
wet, cold, and shady winter environment? 
• adaptive internal and external structures of plants and an

  

More reading… 
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Social Studies 
What are students doing and learning? 

•Miwok Geocache Projects 
•California Dreamers explore the First Californians in their 
“expert” regions 
• Cultural history of El Presidio of SF  
 
The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence 
to answer mysteries about California and    
Sausalito’s past?  

Siskinites get messy exploring the history of California and the 
Presidio, and then return to continue their research back at 
school! 

The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer 
mysteries about California and Sausalito’s past? 
Young archaeologists will spend the fall digging for clues 
about the past through experiential learning on field trips, 
while reading books back in class, by analyzing primary 
sources such as letters, journals, paintings, photographs etc. 
to learn more about the physical geography of California and 
Sausalito/Bay Region.  
 
Beneath that layer of understanding, like anthropologists 
they will uncover clues about the first Californians, Native 
Americans who lived in Sausalito and Marin and in the 
different regions of California. 
  
Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast their 
research to better help them understand that the 
environment in which a group of people live in be the 
creation of “cultural” geocaches with archaeological 
catalogues.  
 
The final project will be the creation of “cultural” 
geocaches with archaeological catalogues. Student 
catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the 
location it was found, material it was made from, and its 
cultural significance.    
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Life skill tool of the month  

Farm to the table with Barbara 

What are students doing and learning? 

Self-Control 
 

Siskinites all earn Kindness counts tickets for all the awesome field trip etiquette! 

What are students doing and learning? 
 
Tending the Class Worm Farm 
Sunflower Sentry Garden has a thriving worm 
farm for making rich compost. There are six 
large canvas environments set in wooden frames 
that were assembled by the third graders last 
year. 
 
This week our farmers helped feed the worms 
lots of banana peels from the Conscious Kitchen 
lunch scraps. They learned that their worms love 
bananas: especially the peels. The farmers 
explored the environments and turned over old, 
black peels to find hundreds of fat, happy 
worms. They covered them and placed lots of 
fresh peels on the exposed soil so the wigglies 
could feast. 
 
One fourth-grader that helped set-up the farm 
last spring, told the group that the sole purpose 
of the worms is to eat, poop and create rich 
compost. We will have our first harvest in March 
just as we begin our spring planting. 

News from the Hen House 
Our hens Goldie, Brownie, Sunshine, Starlight, 
Rocket and Rosie do not like being cooped up 
during rainstorms. They get so bored!  The 
minute the rain stops the hens run wildly to the 
coop gate and trip over each other to run free 
into the garden. Best yet, they dig, s


